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 FILMTEC Membranes 
Water Chemistry and Pretreatment: Summary of Pretreatment Options 

 
Summary of 
Pretreatment 
Options 

Table 2.11 summarizes the pretreatment options when specific risks for scaling and fouling 
are present. It is a quick reference for “possible” and “very effective” methods. A combination 
of “possible” methods may also be “very effective”. 
 
   Table 2.11  Pretreatment options for scaling and fouling 

Pretreatment CaCO3 CaSO4 BaSO4 SrSO4 CaF2 SiO2 SDI Fe Al Bacteria Oxid. agents Org. matter
Acid addition ●       ○     
Scale inhibitor antifoulant ○ ● ● ● ● ○  ○     
Softening with IX ● ● ● ● ●        
Dealkalization with IX ○ ○ ○ ○ ○        
Lime softening ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○    ○ 
Preventive cleaning ○     ○ ○ ○ ○ ○  ○ 
Adjustment of operation 
parameter ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ●       

Media filtration      ○ ○ ○ ○    
Oxidation filtration       ○ ●     
In-line coagulation       ○ ○ ○   ○ 
Coagulation-flocculation      ○ ● ○ ○   ● 
Microfiltration/Ultrafiltration      ● ● ○ ○ ○  ● 
Cartridge filtration      ○ ○ ○ ○ ○   
Chlorination          ●   
Dechlorination           ●  
Shock treatment          ○   
Preventive biocidal  
treatment          ○   

GAC filtration          ○ ● ● 

 ○Possible      ●Very effective        
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Notice:  The use of this product in and of itself does not necessarily guarantee the removal of cysts and pathogens from water. 
Effective cyst and pathogen reduction is dependent on the complete system design and on the operation and maintenance of 
the system. 
 
Notice:  No freedom from any patent owned by Seller or others is to be inferred. Because use conditions and applicable laws 
may differ from one location to another and may change with time, Customer is responsible for determining whether products 
and the information in this document are appropriate for Customer’s use and for ensuring that Customer’s workplace and 
disposal practices are in compliance with applicable laws and other governmental enactments. Seller assumes no obligation or 
liability for the information in this document. NO WARRANTIES ARE GIVEN; ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF 
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE EXPRESSLY EXCLUDED. 
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